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Introducing material:
Material from the former collection of Utagawa Kunimine

Tanabe Masako

This paper introduces the artworks and various material gifted by the descendants of Utagawa Kunimine (1861-
1943), artist of the Utagawa School lineage that was the greatest influence in the world of Ukiyo-e of the later Edo
period.

Kunimine was born in Kameido at the end of the Edo period, and was an artist active from Meiji until the early
Showa era. His family name is said to have been Katsuta, and his first name Ginnosuke, with an artist name of
Baichoro. He also used the pseudonym Houzan, as learnt from the material gifted on this occasion. Kunimine’s
mother was Okatsu, daughter of the Ukiyo-e artist who was active as the driving force of the Utagawa School during
the Bakumatsu period, Utagawa Kunisada (1786-1865), also known as Utagawa Toyokuni III. His father was
Utagawa Kunihisa I (1832-91), pupil of Utagawa Toyokuni III, while his older brother was Kochoro Utagawa
Toyonobu (1859-86).

Kunimine stands out through his activities as illustrator for works including Yochi Soga Kariba no Akebono
published in 1881 (Meiji 14). For five years from 1885, he joined, and took to illustrating for, the Kyoro Hinode
Shinbun, followed by Osaka Mainichi Shinbun and Miyako Shinbun (Tokyo) newspapers. He once more joined the
Osaka Mainichi Shinbun in 1892, although returned to Kyoto in around 1901 and engaged in producing hand
paintings. His older brother Toyonobu was also involved in illustrating for newspapers and magazines, and their
work tells us of the phase of Utagawa School-artists’ activities in the modern age, when printing and photographic
technology was introduced and woodblock-printed Ukiyo-e art began to wane.

(Toranslated by Barbara Cross)



	p01-06_25号_N
	p07-17_歌川国峰_NX
	p18-61_前川千帆_N
	p62-63_奥付_NX
	p64-104_横_25号_N



